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The Silence of Green (...)
proposes on elegy, o requiem
expressing the stole of ufter
confusion of o disoster-stricken
industry, moking o politicol
indictmenl in the form of q
poetic essoy. (...)

Andreos Horvoth composes o
veriloble lilurgy in memory of
these onlmols ond formers
who, without onyone reolising
it, were socrlficed on the oltor
of o plonned economy.

Berlrand Bocqu6

How do you deol with o cotostrophy like this? The question is inevitqble for o
filmmoker confronted with the sloughter of probobly 6 to 9 million onimols.

Whot struck me mostwhen I onived in North Yorkshire wos the "medievol
ospect". lt wos os if plunging into o world yet untouched by enlighlenment:
o brutol government hod lost ony sensibility in deoling with humons ond
onimols. This ond the locl thot the otrocities hordly got reported, turned
responsible cilizens inlo powerless victims, individuol formers inlo o uniform
proying community. Almost like o medievol group of ononymous church-
goers locols were seeking qnswers in conspirocy iheories ond comfort in
religious tronsfigurotion.

Norlh Yorkshire is not lhe end of lhe world. The oreo depicted in the film is
less thon on hour's drive from industriol centers like Monchesler or Leeds. yet,
coming lo North Yorkshire in Moy 200l wos like entering o different wodd ol o
ditferent time.

Precisely lhis onochronism is the moin concem of the film. For olmost o yeor
the English counlryside hod been o world turned upside down. THESILENCE
OF GREEN tries to recopture the dork ond inotionol otmosphere which
predominoled (if not portly coused) this period.

Whot is o suitoble form for on occount of such o turmoil? THE SILENCE OF
GREEN is o documentory, but ihe style is cleorly impressionistic, nol - os is
common in the documentory genre - noturolistic. The fllm tries to recreofe
the inotionol world it is tolking oboul, rother thon descnbrng il.

- Andreos Horvolh
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